
Pastor Drollinger’s  
Daily Devotionals for May 1-7, 2020 

May 1, 2020 – Day 46 
 
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC, 
As we continue this journey against COVID-19 virus, let us, again, remind ourselves to be vigilant in 
stopping the spread of this disease.  Many throughout our state and beyond have suffered physically, 
emotionally, and financially.  We welcome all people to continue the big and little things that make this 
journey less hurtful and discouraging.  And, yes, we are turning the corner and beginning to move in more 
positive ways. 
Today, let me encourage those who have the ability to help neighbors, businesses, churches, and community 
outreach programs, to do so in generous ways financially.  Jesus made it very clear to his followers that our 
neighbor is the one who we see is in need.   
For all your help, financial contributions, prayers, and kindness…thank you!  The big and little acts of caring 
are making such a difference in the healing of our neighbors and friends. 

 
Treasures in Heaven 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not 
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also.    Matthew 6:19-21 
 
Keep shining bright, 
Pastor Don 

email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com  
cell phone:  920-207-2341 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 2, 2020 – Day 47 
 
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC, 
Good Saturday morning to each of you!  Many of you know or know of the name Barbara Certa-Werner.  Our mission 
team knows her from the Wildfire Youth Mission Trips, and many know her as our North West District 
Superintendent.  Today’s devotional comes from our friend in Christ, Rev. Barb. 

Let us thank our God, who causes hope to spring up from the ground. 
Christ is risen, Christ is giving life eternal, life profound. 
 
Last week I went to the grocery store and, as I drew near the front entrance, I saw a small crowd of people. I had 
several panicked thoughts at once: they are not social distancing!; what are they thinking?!?; where are their 
masks?!;  and how can I get as far away as possible?! And then, I took a deep breath. 

I noticed that the “group of five” had bags and other belongings surrounding them. I realized that they were homeless, 
and I knew that the homeless shelters were full and that there were not enough safe places for homeless to stay in 
Wisconsin and Minnesota. As I walked by, I greeted them, and they warmly greeted me. 

As I walked around the store gathering the items I wanted, I thought about what the “group of five” needed:   a safe 
place to stay, food to eat, and access to bathrooms/handwashing.  While I could not provide those particular things, I 
knew that Christ was calling me to do what I could. 

For the last couple of days, as I celebrated the Resurrection of Jesus and the new life, my mind kept going back to the 
“group of five” and how the homeless have always been an avenue for God to speak to me in a transformative 
way.  And then, I realized that there are some significant questions that I need to wrestle with; I invite you to reflect 
and contemplate with me: 

1. As a Christian living in this pandemic, what ways may I faithfully serve those most vulnerable and most in 
need? 

2. As a resurrected people, where do I see God and how do I witness to God’s amazing grace and power in this 
world? 

3. As a United Methodist, how do I seek justice for those ignored, forgotten, stigmatized, or _____ (fill in the 
blank)? 

My earnest prayer is that in all things may we seek God’s transforming love and power. Amen. 
 
Keep shining bright, 
Pastor Don 
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com  
cell phone:  920-207-2341 

 
 

 



 
 
May 3, 2020 – Day 48 
 
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC, 

Today is Sunday, May 3rd.  Each Sunday, we will begin a devotional series for this incredible and amazing 
month of May.  We will look at “5 Amazing Stories from the Bible and consider the truths and promises that 
when we apply God’s ways to our lives, we, too, can be a bit more amazing.  We will serve and love in some 
wonderful and amazing ways.  Following is an outline for our “Amazing May” Series. 
Date   Scripture   Theme 
Sunday, May 3 1 Corinthians 13:1-7   Amazing Love 
Sunday, May 10 Matthew 21:6-17  Amazing Discipline 
Sunday, May 17 Daniel 6:19-23  Amazing Faith 
Sunday, May 24 Romans 12:1-2  Amazing Church 
Sunday, May 31 Genesis 28:10-17  Amazing Surprises 
Link to Pastor Don’s Message:  https://youtu.be/jOIHk1wJGSs 

Following today’s devotion video, be sure to listen and enjoy the song 
“One Body” by our praise team, Acoustic Grace, composed by Dan Lea and recorded in 2012: 
https://youtu.be/ux9ebgI7Fhg  
 
Keep shining bright, 
Pastor Don 

email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com  
cell phone:  920-207-2341 

 
 
 
 
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC, 

Before our devotion, let me express concern and sympathy for the Ed (Kathy) Mohr Family in the passing 
away of Ed’s brother.  Please remember this family in your prayers. 
 
May 4, 2020 – Day 49 
 
Happy Monday morning to all.  This past Saturday and Sunday were two absolutely beautiful Spring days,   
sun shining, grass growing green, flowers beginning to bloom.  I hope in the midst of whatever the world is 
throwing your way in regard to challenges, hurts or struggles, you had the opportunity to be joyful and thankful. 
 
Yes, the COVID-19 journey continues, but trusting God to provide, we will move toward a better, more 
glorious time.  Keep fighting the good fight and keep practicing the good guidelines to prevent the spread of 
the virus. 
 



To all our Hallie and Zion family, I want you to know that an All Church Letter will be coming out later this 
week.  Included in the letter will be a list of the mission and outreach ministries we will be supporting during 
the month of May.  Please give generously where you are able. 
 
Our May Missions are designated to assist our local community: 

1. Salvation Army 
2. Mobile Food Pantry 
3. Open Door Clinic 
4. Community Closet 

 
Let me conclude with this simple prayer found on Facebook… 

Make sure you test positive for faith. Keep distance from doubt.  
Isolate from fear. Trust God through it all.  Amen. 

Keep shining bright, 
Pastor Don 
 

 

 

May 5, 2020 – Day 50 
 
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC, 
During this time of the COVID-19 virus, we are learning so much about so many important areas of life. It is 
true that we are never too old to learn and never too young to teach.  This week, we appreciate our teachers 
and the teachers in our lives.  The psalmist recognized the importance of teaching and expressed the 
following words of truth found in Psalm 119:33-37: 

33 Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees, that I may follow it to the end. 34 Give me understanding, so 
that I may keep your law and obey it with all my heart. 35 Direct me in the path of your commands, for there 
I find delight. 36 Turn my heart toward your statute and not toward selfish gain. 37 Turn my eyes away from 

worthless things; preserve my life according to your word. 

So, in that spirit of teaching and learning, a thank you goes out to our wonderful teachers and especially to 
the teachers in our communities and in our lives.  We really do appreciate the commitment and dedication 
you offer to students and learners.  Be sure to check out the song by one of our favorite teachers in the link 
below.  It is a fun song that was written and grows out of the COVID-19 time that we find ourselves in. 
Thanks to Mrs. Lea (Jacey) of Parkview Elementary for sharing her song and love of teaching. 
 
Link to Jacey’s song:  
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RE8eMhrptWcpQeSm3q2gxEbF2nKmR15OSBLiles9b94/edit?fbcli
d=IwAR0liu3cPHoZ7GrW992-5ovNEwN9_CsRTPk98l26ORJsHoJrKw-PgK7F3Hk#slide=id.p  



 
Keep shining bright, 
Pastor Don 
 
May 6, 2020 – Day 51 
 
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC, 
Well, I mowed the lawn today and, I gotta tell you, it felt really good.  Each time we feel and do something 
that makes our lives a bit more “normal” – doesn’t it feel really good?  The COVID-19 virus has changed our 
behaviors and patterns of our everyday lives.  In some parts of our nation and world, the virus has done much 
worse than change patterns of life.  In the state of New York, over 25,000 people have died from the virus and, 
throughout our nation, there are more than 1.2 million cases (NY Times).   

Today, I want to offer prayers for healing and kindness to grow in our nation.  These are tough and confusing 
times we are living in.  Be careful not to get too political and less Christ-like, be careful not to get too 
nationalistic and less Christ-like, be careful not to get too self-serving and less Christ-like.  Today, let us also 
pray for those suffering financially because of shutdowns and closings.  Many families, small businesses, 
churches, and schools are really in need of a turnaround in the economy. So again, make sure you…  

Test positive for faith 

Keep distance from doubt 

Isolate from fear 

Trust God through it all 

Amen 

 
Keep shining bright, 
Pastor Don 
 
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com  
cell phone:  920-207-2341 

 

 



 

 
 
 
May 7, 2020 – Day 52 
 
Greetings to Friends and Family of Hallie and Zion UMC, 
Did you happen to see the moon last night?  I was fishing above the dam in Chippewa Falls about 8:30 pm, 
and the moon was absolutely beautiful.  Seeing the moon last night kind of gave me a melancholy feeling.  
At first, I thought so much in our lives have changed because of the COVID-19 virus.   

Quickly, however, my attitude went to how grateful I am and should be.  The moon, in many real ways, is 
one of the constants in our lives.  I then began thinking of the many things in life that God has established 
and blessed us with.  The sun and moon, the Chippewa River, springtime, walleye and bass. God has also 
blessed us with eternal things like faith, hope and love.  May it be that each time you see the moon high up in 
the sky, you remember God’s promises to “never leave you, nor forsake you.” 

 

I will sing of the Lord’s great love forever; with my mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all 
generations. 2 I will declare that your love stands firm forever that you have established  

Your faithfulness in heaven itself.  Psalm 89:1-2 

Be sure and check out the video song from “An American Tale.”  
Link to “Somewhere Out There:” https://youtu.be/an0j7_zu9vI  

 
Keep shining bright, 
Pastor Don 
 
email: zionumcpastor@gmail.com  
cell phone:  920-207-2341 

 

 

 


